SOstorms Thunderstorm Scale

This scale has been devised by Mark Lovegrove (Oxfordshire, UK) and Mike Miles (Wiltshire, UK). It is only a rough guidance to the type of thunderstorm (in size and in distance) that you may be experiencing. We have worked to make it a universal scale. Designed in 2002.


PRIVATE
Storm Output Level
Strokes Per 30 Minutes
Time Between Strokes
Brief
Notes

SO 0
0
N/A
Bust
No lightning seen, no thunder heard.

SO 1
1-2
15 - 30 mins
Weak
Very small, usually a thunderstorm that dissapates almost straight away.

SO 2
3-5
6 - 10 mins
Weak
Another small thunderstorm. Typical of the UK, a passing brief thundery shower.

SO 3
6-9
3 - 5 mins
Average
Often found at night in the UK, but usually one of the smallest night-time thunderstorms.

SO 4
10-19
1.5 - 3 mins
Average
A typical UK summertime thunderstorm, and also very common of a UK night-time thunderstorm.

SO 5
20-39
45 - 90 seconds
Average
A better thunderstorm, typical of most of Europe. Not so common (but do occur) in the UK.

SO 6
40-69
26 - 45 seconds
Strong
Another strong European entry, and something of a "typical" thunderstorm in much of the USA.

SO 7
70-99
18 - 26 seconds
Strong
Rare in the UK but more likely in Southern Europe or the USA. New thunder starts before old thunder ends.

SO 8
100-199
9 - 18 seconds
Intense
Not so common in Europe as it is in the USA, esp. Florida.

SO 9
200-299
6 - 9 seconds
Intense
Very common in Florida, USA. Rare in Europe.

SO 10
300+
1 - 6 seconds
Extreme
Can be anything up to (and over) 900 strikes per half an hour. Very intense, the sky would stay constantly lit if the strokes were strong.

Suffixes to show other info can be added to show other events in the storm.... 

H = Hail
T = Tornado
F = Funnel Cloud
L = Large Hail (greater than 1cm diameter)
C = All lightning within clouds (no CG)....(to be use if non CG is counted)
B = Ball Lightning reported
W = Wind and/or Downburst(s)

Examples: 

Typical April Showers: 
SO0H - Non thundery Hail shower
SO2CH - Thundery (non CG) storm with Hail 

Recent events: 
SO1 - Rain storm that I drove through to London the other week 

Summer Storms: 
SO4 - Straight storm (perhaps a bit remote)
SO7H - A nice example of weather!!! 

Oklahoma: 
SO6LT - Tornadic supercell with large hail (not always too thundery) 

Florida: 
SO10 - Hyperactive storm that storm enthusiasts dream of. 

